
the defendant was the owner of the house 76 Poplar Street,
and her intestate was a tenant at will of the premises ; that
in the course of making other repairs the defendant dis¬
covered that the drain was in bad condition and needed
certain repairs ; that he neglected to repair it, covered it up,
and did not inform her intestate, and that "by reason of said
negligence . . . the plaintiff's intestate, being ignorant
of the condition of said drain, contracted typhoid fever"
from it. The Court says that "this defect was an ordinary
defect in the drain in use on the premises, and the danger
was the ordinary danger from that source. It was discov¬
ered in the course of a tenancy at will. We are of the opin¬
ion that the landlord was under no obligation to repair it,
and if we are to take it that the plaintiff was ignorant of
the defect as well as of the failure to repair it, notwithstand¬
ing the allegation that the defendant refused to make the
necessary repairs, we are of the opinion that he was under
no obligation to disclose it." If this be the law in Massachu¬
setts, or elsewhere, it behooves State Boards of Health to
secure prompt correction of such legal condonation of crime
against the sanitary interests of tenants.

NECROLOGY.
John Seat-on, M.D., of Fort Wayne, Ind., August 17. He

was a member of the G. A. R. and Union Veteran Legion-
He was a prominent Mason and Knight of Pythias.-W. P·
Foster, M.D., of Warsaw, Ind., August 17. Aged 50.-David
F. Urmy, M.D., of Gowanda, N. Y., August 17. He was form¬
erly Attorney-General for the State of Colorado.-
Stephen G. Risley, M.D., of Rockville, Conn., August 2.
Aged 74.

MISCELLANY.
Should be Elected.—Dr. Charles A. Wells, of Hyattsville,

Md., is spoken of as a candidate for Congress to fill the un-

expired term of the Hon. Barnes Compton.
Death of the Leprologist, Danielssen.—The death is announced

of Dr. Daniel Cornelius Danielssen, Chief Physician to the
Bergen Leper Hospital, eminent for his lifelong researches
on leprosy.

Ills of Body vs. Faults of Soul.—The following ingenious
illustration tends to show how more important medicine is
than psychology ;

" Some man says that when one reads a medical book he
fancies he has every disease described, but when he reads
the work of a moralist he discovers all the faults it points
out in others."—Montreal Star.

Inexpert Dentistry.—The Dental Society of New York City
has recently undertaken to prosecute an amateur dentist·
A compounder of patent medicines advertised a remedy for
toothache. He was consulted by a poor woman. Instead
of applying his drops, Johnson undertook to extract her
achinp tooth and in so doing broke off two teeth. These
broken teeth have been the source of much suffering to the
woman. The facts in the case were not long after brought
to the notice of the Society above referred to, and the coun¬

sel of that organization has been ordered to proceed against
the inexpert dentist, for a violation of the laws governing
dental practice.

Hygiene Of Sports.—The schematic program of the division
of Hygiene in the Buda-Pest Congress of Hygiene and Dem¬
ography, which begins next Saturday, is very elaborate. It
embraces the following sections : 1. Etiology of Infectious
Diseases. 2. Prophylaxis in Epidemics. 3. Hygiene of the
Tropics. 4. Hygiene of Trades and Agriculture. 5. Hy¬
giene of Children. 6. Hygiene of Schools. 7. Articles of
Food. 8. Hygiene of Towns. 9. Hygiene of Public Build¬
ings. 10. Hygiene of Dwellings. 11. Hygiene of Communi¬
cation. 12. Military Hygiene. 13. Red Cross. 14. Saving

of Life. 15. State Hygiene. 16. Hygiene of Sports. 17.
Hygiene of Baths. 18. Veterinary. 19. Pharmacology. The
first topic under " 16. Hygiene of Sports," reads as follows :
" Different kinds of traveling and their influence upon the
nerves and the formation of blood. Wedding tours."

Prophylaxis of Suicide.—Are gouty and rheumatic subjects
less frequently the victims of suicide than those of the op¬
posite diathesis? Statistics on this point are needed to
complement the theory that the relation of mental de¬
pression and suicide to temperature is that of the effect of
temperature on urate excretion. Alexander Haig, who has
devoted much time to the study of this subject, now claims
that his researches show an annual fluctuation in the excre¬
tion of uric acid, with its maximum in the warm months,
April to July, and its minimum in the cold months, Novem¬
ber to March ; and he had previously demonstrated that an

excess of uric acid in the blood causes high arterial tension
profoundly affecting the intra-cranial circulation. Applying
these deductions to the recent epidemic of suicide in France,
coincident with the onset of hot weather, he finds the rela¬
tion very interesting—" because it is just with the onset of
the heat and the first great fall in the acidity of the urine
that the great rush of stored uric acid into the blood will
take place. Then, again, 6 a.m. to 12 noon—the most frequent
time for the fatal act—is also just the time of the- largest
daily excretion of uric acid—i.e., the time when there is most
of it passing through the blood—and the facts I have col¬
lected will, I think, fully bear out this observation." The
prophylactic lesson of which is, to those of suicidal tenden¬
cies : Keep the renal secretion acid and the blood alkalin.

Reminiscences of Hyrtl.—A correspondent of the Lancet
furnishes some reminiscences of the late Prof. Hyrtl
the famous anatomist who has just died in Vienna. His
sympathy with student life is well known, and many stories
in this connection are told of him. A Jewish medical stu¬
dent named Jerusalem was being examined, and in the hall
there was waiting a small crowd of his co-religionists, when
Hyrtl came out from the examination chamber. He was
immediately surrounded by the crowd of young students,
who asked him the fate of their comrade Jerusalem. Hyrtl,
with a plaintive voice and sympathetically shaking his head,
said, "Weep, 0 Israel ; Jerusalem has fallen." Oncea stu¬
dent was unable to reply to one single question at his exam¬
ination. Hyrtl then asked him, "Perhaps you can tell me
where you live?" The student named the street, of which
Hyrtl professed his ignorance,and said : "You see how science
is divided ; you know nothing of anatomy and I do not know
the locality where you live." An anecdote respecting his
marriage is worth repeating. It was in-the year 1866 when
one day Hyrtl approached the porter of the Anatomical In¬
stitute, Andrew Swetlin by name. "Andrew, have you a
prayer-book handy?" asked Prof. Hyrtl. Andrew fetched
the book, and Hyrtl went away. An hour later he returned
and handed to the porter the prayer-book. The porter, un¬
able to suppress his curiosity, asked: "You do not need it
any more, Sir?" Whereupon Hyrtl replied: "No, thanks ; I
only needed it for a moment. I have just been at my own
wedding."

Man Growing Lazier.—Man grows more and more lazy every
year. He is living in a machine age, when his walking and
his climbing, if not his eating, are done for him by some

mechanical invention too obvious tobe recorded. If it were

not for the athletics and gymnasiums, it is believed the race

would lose the use of its legs, as scientists say it is los¬
ing its jaws and its teeth from too much civilization.
Men who used to skip up the long flights of stairs of down¬
town buildings without a murmur now complain if they are

asked to walk up one. And it isn't age, either, for boys in
their teens will "wait for the elevator" an hour rather than
give their legs needful exercise. The result of so much level
action would be horrid was there no bicycle in existence.
But the wheelman goes "up-stairs" for hours and says not
a word when there is a saddle under him. It may be this
universal wheel is the real cause of the present indolence.
On some new principle developed by this popular motion
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otherwise able-bodied citizens now refuse to live in houses
with high stories and no "lifts," and kick at any "steps"
over or under any railroad tracks.. In short, there are peo¬
ple who would rather risk their lives than have the grade
changed on a road they would be in the habit of crossing.—
Boston Herald.

Non-Expert Opinions on Questions of Health.—There are many
cases, says the Supreme Court of California, in the recently
decided case of Robinson v. Exempt Fire Co., where a wit¬
ness, though not an expert, may be permitted to state the
result of his observation, notwithstanding it involve in a

sense his opinion or judgment, such as the apparent state
of health of a person, whether a person is drunk or sober,
or other characteristic or state which manifests itself to the
apprehension of the common observer. It is sometimes diffi¬
cult to distinguish between that which is purely matter of
opinion, and so not admissible, and that which partakes of
the nature of a fact by reason of being the result of per¬
sonal contact and observation by the witness, but this diffi¬
culty does not in any sense militate against the rule. There
are many matters of importance to the investigation of
truth that could not be established or presented to the jury
if this were not the rule. Here, a witness, who knew a cer¬
tain person quite intimately, and saw him frequently, and
had conversations with him about his health during a period
when it was in question, was asked this question : "Well,
now, when you saw him on these occasions walk along, when
he noticed you, was he or was he not apparently well?" This
the court holds was competent. True, it says, the question
tended to elicit the opinion of the witness, who was not an

expert ; but it called at the same time for the fact of the
physical appearance of the person referred to, as a result of
the witness' observation, and that fact the party was entitled
to lay before the jury.

Abatement of Nuisances by Boards of Health.—The Court of
Chancery of New Jersey holds, in the case of Board of Health
of North Brunswick Township v. Lederer, decided June 5,
1894, that where it appears that the odors and gases from an

establishment, of the nature of one for fat-rendering, pro¬
duce headache, nausea, vomiting, and compel citizens to
close their doors and windows, both by day and at night,
and interfere with them in the enjoyment of their meals and
of sleep, such establishment is a nuisance ; and it is the duty
of the boards of health, in such cases, to take proper meas¬
ures for their abatement. Furthermore, the board of health
in the township in which a nuisance exists, or is carried on,
has the authority, and it is its duty, to abate such nuisance,
either on its own motion, or by the aid of the court, though
it is only hazardous to the health of individuals residing in
another township. Carrying on an offensive trade for
twenty years in the same place, remote from buildings and
public roads, does not entitle the owner to continue it in the
same place after houses have been built and roads laid out
in the neighborhood, to the occupants and travelers upon
which it is a nuisance. In such cases, prescription, what¬
ever the length of time, has no application. Every day's
continuance is a new offense, and it is no justification that
the party complaining came voluntarily within its reach. It
was earnestly insisted in this case that the persons affected
by the odors emitting from the establishment in question
were in feeble condition of health by nature, or of abnormal
physical characteristics; in other words, possessed of some

idiosyncrasy which cast them beyond the protection of all
laws of a general nature, or which are enacted for the pub¬
lic welfare. With regard to this, the judge, who delivers
the opinion of the court, says that he thinks that the utmost
use which can be made of this argument is in reference to
persons that are peculiarly sensitive to odors or sounds, and

which affect them seriously, and in a radically different
manner from which they do the great mass of individuals ; it
being quite difficult, if not impossible, for the law to provideadequate safeguards against all the imaginary ills which
arise in the minds of eccentric or those of morbid habits or
tastes. But this condition of mind or body must be estab¬
lished by clear proof. It can not possibly have reference to
that large class, in every community, that are less robust,
or are more feeble in body, or less capable of resisting dele¬
terious influences from without, than many,or, it may be, a
majority, of their neighbors. All citizens are presumed to
enjoy a normal condition of mind and body, until the con¬
trary is clearly shown.

Korean Native Medicine Atrociously Harsh.—Dr. R. S. Hall, of
Séoul, has written to the Chinese Recorder some instances of
the atrocities practiced in Korea by the native medicine
man. Some of these cases have fallen directly under the
writer's observation, and are not taken at " second-hand."
The following is a part of Dr. Hall's statement:

"This year, for the first time, I saw one of them at his
work, and I will try to tell you about it. I was called one
day to the house of one of the higher class to see a child
who had become very sick two or three days before, after
being carried a long distance, strapped to the back of his
nurse, as is their custom, his bare head and the nape of his
neck exposed to the fierce heat of a July sun. I found him
in convulsions, and after careful examination I told the
father I feared there was little or no hope of his recovery.Both father and mother bowed before me and begged me to
'give life,' as they express it here. I told them only God
could do that, but we would do all that we could, and I left
them medicine and the necessary directions, with the prom¬ise to return in the morning. Now this child was the only
son of these people, and their love for him was just as
strong as that of fond American or English parents, and
like tiiem they wanted to leave nothing undone that could
be done for their darling. They had sent for the Korean
doctor before they called me, and when they saw the child
surely growing worse they thought they would try the for¬
eign doctor, but now as morning dawned and no improve¬ment was visible they again sent for the Korean doctor, who
arrived shortly after I did. It was evident that the child
was moribund, and I so told the father. Then the father
bade the Korean doctor to again try his skill. The first
thing this doctor did was to make a little pyramid of abrownish-looking powder upon each breast of the child, and
then to set it on fire ; as it began to burn the tender skin Ibegged the father to have it removed and I said to the doc¬
tor. 'You know it can do no good,' but he only calmlysmiled, as he obeyed the now almost frantic father to go on
with his treatment. He then took out from its sheath a
needle halfway between a darning-needle and a surgeon'sprobe in appearance, and this he proceeded to stick througheach little foot, througli the palms of the hands, the thumbjoints, and through the lip into the jaw just beneath the nose.
Again I tried to make him stop, but he said it was ' Korean
custom.' I replied, ' It is a very bad custom,' and that thoughin this case it would result in no further harm, as the child
was dying, yet it was exceedingly cruel, and in cases where
recovery from the disease might occur inflammations of
these punctured joints were sure to follow, and often sup¬puration with death of the bones,, so that amputation of thefoot or hand is the only radical cure—that many such cases
had come to me at the hospital. The child died not longafterwards."

Strawberries as Food and Medicine.—In Medical Classics we
find a condensation of the wisdom of the ages, in regard to
this luscious berry, the avant courier of all the summer
fruits.

" Those persons are easily numbered who disagree with
the opinion of Dr. William Butler of Suffolk, England, whostated long ago that ' doubtless God could have made a
better berry than the strawberry, but doubtless God neverdid !' The saying is found in \Valton's 'Angler,' quoted from
Dr. ' Boteler'or Butler. It made the Doctor famous, andearly in this century, the head of the author was painted
upon the signboards of English inns.

"In the Privy Purse Expenses of Henry VIL, under June30, 1493, a woman receives Is. 8d. for bringing the King cher¬
ries and strawberries.

"In the time of Henry VIII. (1530) we read of the Kingbuying a pottle of strawberries for 10</. The pottle, in which
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strawberries used to be sold, goes back to the fifteenth or
even the fourteenth century.

" The great philosopher Bacon, in his 'Sylva Sylvarum'
(1627), seems to prefer the white strawberry to the red, just
as he does the white currant, white raspberry, and white
grape. The white, or rather pink, strawberry is very com¬
mon in Ireland.

" The strawberry and raspberry, the latter under the name
of the hindberry, occur in the eleventh century vocabulary
as an herb.

"The common word strawberry (fragaria vesca) is indigen¬
ous in almost all temperate climates. It grows in woods and
thickets, and the fruit is small, but of a delicious flavor.
The products which have been obtained by cultivation rank
among the choicest and most tempting summer fruits, and
afford an example of one of the greatest triumphs of the
gardener's art.

"Jolly old Dr. Butler would now view with astonishment
the large brilliant specimens that are produced. The wonder
would not be less should he test the quality of the splendid
fruit, and he might be led to exclaim :  delicious sweet¬
ness, where hast thou fled!' But we are not disposed to
quarrel with the grower who has enlarged the proportions
at the expense of the saccharin element. The whiteness of
the sugar granules is a pleasing contrast to the color of the
fruit, and the loss to the palate is a gain to the organs of
vision, as well as the sugar trust. The flavor is diffused
through a larger mass, and is not so pronounced as formerly,
but. with cream, the berries are delectable enough to render
their mastication a pleasure, however so many times the
fruit is presented. While contour, color and aroma are un¬
impaired, the globose receptacles will be held in high esti¬
mation. These are not in their best estate except when fully
ripened upon the vines and eaten soon after being gathered.
Sugar scattered over them is destructive to form and bright¬
ness, if the added sweetness long precedes the serving.

" No method of eating strawberries can surpass that of
eating them with cream.

"The Spaniards have another noble combination—moisten¬
ing the strawberries with the juice of a sweet orange.
There are gastrologers who go further and say that with the
addition of orange-peel (by grating), the flavor with a lump
of sugar is an immense improvement ; and that it must have
been in this fashion that the fruit was served in the banquets
of Mount Ida.

"A century and a half ago the strawberry had quite a place
in the Materia Medica. Even in more recent times it held
some of its earlier prestige as a remedial agent. Abercrombie
says:

" ' Physicians concur in placing strawberries in their small
catalogue of pleasant remedies. They dissolve the tartarous
incrustations of the teeth ; they promote perspiration. Per¬
sons afflicted with the gout have found relief from using
them ; so have patients in cases of the stone ; and Hoffman
states that he has known consumptive people cured by
them.'

"The illustrious Cullen (1789),however, takes issue with the
claim that they are curative in gout. He says:
"'If the large annual sale of strawberries could preserve

from the gout, we should seldom find the inhabitants of
Edinburgh affected by that disease ; but, though they use
that supposed preservative very largely, we find them as
often and as severely affected with the gout as the inhab¬
itants of other places who do not use the same.'

"In 'The Complete English Dispensatory' of 1729, we
read that ' this plant is too well known to want description ;
the leaves are frequently used in gargarisms for sore mouths,
quinsies, and ulcers of the throat, and the fruit is moderately
cooling and cleansing, chiefly by urine.'

"According to the ' Edinburgh Dispensatory' of 1769, ' The
leaves are somewhat styptic and bitterish ; and hence may
be of service in debility and laxity of the viscera; and im¬
moderate secretions, or a suppression of the natural evacu¬
ations, depending thereon. They are recommended in hem¬
orrhages and fluxes ; and likewise as aperients in suppression
of urine, obstructions of the viscera, in the jaundice, etc
The fruit is in general very grateful both to the palate and
stomach ; like other fruits of the dulco-acid kind, they abate
heat, general thirst, loosen the belly and promote the flow
of water.' "

Hospital Notes.

Bequests to Hospitals in New York City.—Under the
will of Mrs. Mary Stuart, the Presbyterian Hospital has re¬

ceived the sum of $220,000. Other hospitals, dispensaries

and societies having a medical dependency receive a total
sum of over one and one-half million dollars. The entire
value of the estate is not far from five millions, of which
four-fifths are devoted to charitable and educational objects.

Hospital of Sisters of Mercy, St. Louis.—The Sisters
of Mercy, of St. Louis, Mo., are to enlarge their hospital
with a three story brick structure to cost $15,000.

THE PUBLIC SERVICES.
Army Changes. Official list of changes in the stations and duties ofofficers serving in the Medical Department, U. S. Army, from August11, 1894, to August 17, 1894.
Capt. William J. Wakeman, Asst. Surgeon, is granted leave of absencefor one month, to take effect upon the completion of his presentduty at the Ft. Thomas Kifle Kange, Ky.Capt. Edgar A. Mearns, Asst. Surgeon, will be relieved from duty with

the commission appointed for the location and marking of the
boundary between Mexico and the United States, and ordered to Ft.Myer, Va.,for duty, relieving Capt. John L. Phillips, Asst. Surgeon.Capt. Phillips, on being thus relieved, is ordered to Ft. McKinney.Wyo., for duty at that post, relieving Capt. Geoege E. Bushnell,.Asst. Surgeon*. Capt. Bushnell, on being thus relieved, ordered toDavid's Island, N. Y., for duty, relieving Capt. SamuelQ. Robinson,Asst. Surgeon. Capt. Robinson, on being thus relieved, ordered toPhiladelphia, Pa., for duty as attending surgeon and examiner ofrecruits.

Major Cuetis E. Peice, Surgeon, upon the expiration of his presentleave of absence, is ordered to Ft. Supply, Oklahoma Ter., for dutyat that station, relieving Capt. William H. Coebusier, Asst. Sur¬
geon. Capt. Coebusier, on being relieved by Major Price, is ordered
to New York City, for duty as attending surgeon and examiner ofrecruits, relieving Capt. William C. Shannon, Asst. Surgeon. Capt.Shannon, on being thus relieved, will report in person to Col. G. H.Alden, Asst. Surgeon-General, President of examining board, forexamination for promotion.

Sfavy Changes. Changes in the Medical Corps of the U. S. Navy for
the week ending August IS, 1894.

Medical Inspector Edward Kershner, ordered as fleet surgeon, NorthAtlantic Station.
Surgeon L. G. Henebergee. ordered to Marine Rendezvous, New York.Surgeon N. H. Drake, from Marine Rendezvous, and to receiving ship"Franklin."
Surgeon B. S. Mackie, from the " Franklin," and as fleet surgeon, Euro¬

pean Station.
Asst. Surgeon C. T. Kindleberger, ordered to Naval Laboratory andDepartment of Instruction.
Medical Inspector T. N. Penrose, from Norfolk Hospital, and to specialdutv repairing and renovating New York Hospital.Medical Director C. J. Cleborne, from Naval Hospital, Chelsea, and to-Naval Hospital, Norfolk.
Medical Director  .  . Hochling, from special duty, Washington, D.C and to Naval Hospital, Chelsea, Mass.
Medical Director B. II. Kidder, ordered to report to chairman of SenateCommittee investigating Ford Theater disaster.
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( P) Prather, D. J., Little Rock, Ark.
(R) Robinson, F. Byron, Chicago, 111.; Ransohoff, Joseph, Cincinnati,.Ohio: Regensburger, Martin, San Francisco, Cal.
(S) Sanders, Enno, St. Louis, Mo.; Stokes, W. H., Toronto, Ohio;Smith, M. B., Minneapolis, Minn.; Stair, N. P.. Ft. Atkinson. Wis.; Scott,X. C, Cleveland, Ohio; Stoner, Geo. W., Baltimore, Md.; Shawgo, J  Quincy.Ill.: Still, D. V., Johnstown.  . Y.
(T) Tracy,  .  ., Boston, Mass. ; Tiffany, F. B., Kansas City, Mo. ; Tay¬lor, L. II., Wilkes-Barre, Pa.
(V) Vetter, J. C. & Co., New York City; von Klein, Carl H„Cleveland.Ohio.
(W) Weidmann. F. E., Terre Haute, Ind.; Wilber, Geo. D., MineraiPoint, Wis.; Wyckoff, R. M., Brooklyn, N. Y.; Wells, W. H., Chicago, Illr
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Abdominal Surgery on the Battle-field. By N. Senn, M.D., Ph.D., LL DChicago.The Bristol (England) Medical Society. Annual Meeting, 1894.
Two Cases of Unclassified Infection. By W. F. Arnold, M.D., P. A. S.,U. S. N., Sacramento.
Some Observations on Gonorrhea in the Male. Bv W. F. Arnold, M DP. A. S., U.S. N.,Sacramento.
Cremation as the only Sanitary Method of Disposing of the Dead ByW. F. McNutt, M.D., San Francisco.
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